
 

 

Open Door Zen Community 
is pleased to sponsor a one-day retreat with  

Peg Syverson, PhD 
 

Spiral Dynamics and the Spiritual Path 
Saturday, July 22, 2017 

9:30am-4:00pm 
 

What makes people think, talk, act, and believe as they do? What are the sources of human 
conflict, misunderstanding, and failure? Why do we resonate with some people and ideas, 
while others leave us cold? How can we better understand ourselves and others, especially 
those who are very different from us? How can we manage the turbulent changes in the world 
today? What are the real differences in the ways that people follow their spiritual paths—or 
not?  
 
The brilliant research of psychology professor Clare Graves, PhD over three decades has been 
called a “theory of everything.” It describes how our inner potential meets changing life 
conditions to form coping systems with distinctive features, how change happens in 
individuals and groups, and how these systems evolve. 
 
This one day retreat will introduce participants to Graves’ model of human development, 
called Spiral Dynamics, and its uses on the spiritual path.  
 
Spiral Dynamics is a way of thinking about these complexities of human existence and bringing 
some order and understanding to the apparent chaos of human affairs. It provides a 
framework for tracking the evolution of world-views and a scaffold on which to stand while 
analyzing situations and planning the most appropriate actions.  
Based on the original research and theory of Dr. Clare W. Graves, this point of view describes 
how waves of consciousness emerge and flow through individuals and groups. It describes bio-
psycho-social systems along a continuum that form an expanding spiral. 
  
 
 
Peg Syverson is the resident co-teacher with Flint Sparks at Appamada, a Soto Zen Community in Austin 
Texas.  She is an ordained Soto Zen priest  in the tradition of Suzuki Roshi and received dharma transmission 
in 2014.   Peg is also an Emeritus Professor at the University of Texas at Austin, in the Department of Rhetoric 
and Writing. She is a certified facilitator in Right Use of Power, Appreciative Inquiry, and Spiral Dynamics.  
www.appamada.org  

 

http://www.utexas.edu/
http://www.drw.utexas.edu/
http://www.drw.utexas.edu/
http://www.appamada.org/


 

 

 
 
 

Spiral Dynamics and the Spiritual Path 

 

DATE:  Saturday, July 22, 2017 9:30-4 pm 

LOCATION:  The Threshold, 2717 Atwood Ave., Madison, Wi. Street parking available. 

FEE:    $65 by June 30th, $75 after June 30th   

Vegetarian lunch included. 

 

Make the check payable to: Open Door Zen Community 

Registration deadline is July 17.  No refunds after this date 

 

Send your registration with payment to: 

Open Door Zen Community 

PO Box 5273 

Madison, Wi 53705 

OR  

Pay through Paypal to heartspace@charter.net 

Add $2 to $65 fee ($67) 

Add $2.40 to $75 fee ($77.40) 

 

Questions?  Contact Chris at chrisnjoe2@att.net or Nancy at ncdunham@charter.net 
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******************************************************************* 

 

Spiral Dynamics – July 22, 2017 

Registration deadline is July 17.  No refunds after this date 

 

Name __________________________________________ 

 

Email __________________________  Phone # ____________ 

 

Address with Zip  __________________________________________ 

 

Total Included ___________ 


